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other perspectives
Betsy VanLeit Na med Director
of lnterprofessional Education
Dr. Betsy V anLeit, Associate Professor for the
Occupational Therapy Graduate Program, is now the
Director of Interprofessional Education (IPE) for the
UNM Health Sciences Center. IPE is considered
important for all health profession students, including
occupational therapy, because patient safety, quality,
and positive health outcomes are strongly dependent on
good communication, coordination, and teamwork. In
addition, health care reform will require collaborative
leadership and attention to client/family/communitycentered care and new models of health service
delivery. So the bottom line is that health professional
students must have opportunities to learn together if
they are to develop collaborative competencies critical
to good health care and outcomes.
As part of her new role, Dr. VanLeit spearheaded an
IPE event in April 2010 that focused on health provider
responses to domestic violence. This event involved
265 students from Medicine, Nursing, PA, OT, PT, and
Pharmacy as well as 30 faculty members from different
schools, colleges, programs, and HSC units. Students
worked in small facilitated interprofessional teams to
discuss a case involving domestic violence.
Discussions focused on the health issues and needs of
the case (a family of four), as well as associated
community and societal problems that lead to and
perpetuate cycles of domestic violence and substance
abuse. Groups discussed the roles of different team
members and talked about the intersectoral work that
would be required to better address these issues.
Representatives of the UNM Injury Prevention Team
and the Coalition against Domestic Violence
participated with student groups throughout the
afternoon. Evaluation results indicated that students
felt that they increased their knowledge of domestic
violence and their understanding of the different roles
of health professions.

Written
feedback
from
participants
was
overwhelmingly positive. Many students suggested
a need and desire for much more IPE in order to
become effective health providers. Many of the
students were particularly interested to learn about
all that occupational therapy could offer to help the
family in the case.
Dr. VanLeit also helped to create and implement a
new interprofessional geriatric course that involved
20 Pharmacy, Nutrition, Occupational Therapy,
Physical Therapy, Physician Assistant and Nursing
students. From late January through early May
2010, the students worked in 3 interprofessional
groups to explore cases concerning geriatric
patients. Students also attended interprofessional
team rounds in the community and engaged in
service learning at community health fairs. Their
capstone experience involved performing a team
Objective Structured Clinical Evaluation (OSCE)
with
standardized
patients
at
the
new
Interprofessional Healthcare Simulation Center to
assess their skill at team assessment and
intervention planning. Student feedback was very
positive and some students suggested that this
should be a mandatory course for all students.
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Director's Message:

Student Engagement
Terry K. Crowe Selected for Fulbright
Specialist Roster

Our students here at UNM continue to impress me with
their energy, enthusiasm, and involvement. As you turn the
pages of this newsletter, I invite you to notice the many
ways that our students engage with the learning
opportunities available to them. In these pages you will
read about how our students:
•

reflect on unique fieldwork experiences such as
o the International School at Mesa del Sol
o Camp Rising Sun
o Comunidad Crecer in Mexico City
o NAPA-Guatemala Field School in Antigua

•

gain insights on national leadership

•

earn recognition for their research achievements
through
o presentation of research at UNM and at
professional conferences and meetings
o success in obtaining competitive Research
Apprenticeship awards at UNM

•

develop collegial relationships and professional
identities as part of the journey toward becoming an
occupational therapist.

Terry K. Crowe, Ph.D., OTRIL was selected to be on
the Fulbright Senior Specialist Roster. She will be
working with the J. William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board, the Bureau of Education and
Cultural Affairs of the Department of State, and the
Council for International Exchange of Scholars. Dr.
Crowe will be placed on the Fulbright Roster for a
period of 5 years. A foreign university can make a
request for a Fulbright Specialist project through the
country's Fulbright organization. Once a project is
approved, Dr. Crowe will provide assistance to
foreign universities from 2 to 6 weeks. Collaborative
projects can include curriculum and faculty
development, assistance in institutional planning, and
delivery of lectures or courses. Dr. Crowe's area of
focus is Global Health and she plans to participate in
two consultations in the next few years. Global
Health is one of the 14 specialty fields including
business administration, environmental science,
peace and conflict resolution studies, and urban
planning. Dr. Crowe has previously worked in
Mexico, Bangladesh, Argentina, Cambodia and
Thailand.

The dedication, curiosity, and hard work of our students
are at the heart of what makes this program a vibrant
learning community!

Content Editor: Diane Parham, PhD., OTR/L, FAOTA
Format Editor: Belinda R. Ortiz and Amanda Marquez
And many thanks to all of you who contributed articles and
photographs!

OTras Perspectivas is an annual newsletter of the University of
New Mexico Occupational Therapy Graduate Program. For more
information about the program please contact Heidi Sanders at
(505)272-6914, or email at HSanders@salud .unm.edu.

Diane Parham, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Professor and Director
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Meet Our Staff
Elizabeth Acosta joined the OT staff in April as an
Administrative Assistant and assists the OT Program with
accounting, purchasing, and general office needs.

Belinda Ortiz is our Program Administrator and has
been with UNM since 1997. She has an MBA in
Personnel Management and is responsible for budgets,
fiscal accounting, faculty and staff recruitment, and
staff supervision.

Work Study Students

Missy Hall Garoza is our Coordinator of Graduate
Student Advisement and Staff Fieldwork Coordinator.
She has an MA in Education with a concentration in
Student Development in Higher Education, and is
responsible for OT student advising and tracking in
the academic and fieldwork level II portions of the
program.
Amanda Marquez
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Myrissa Pesce

OT Program Website
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Go to http://hsc.unm.edu.som.ot
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Find us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/UNMOTGP
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Occupational Therapy Graduate Program
Class of 2010 Research/Scholarly Projects
Title of Project

Faculty

.~.-'" J~e~~~riper t~L -fo_fo~.
Effect of Soft Tissue Release on Motor/Psychosocial Development and Sleeping
Patterns oflnfants with Torticollis.

Pat Burtner

Prisca Gruner
Rosemary Reyes
Raquel Guerrero

CHAMPS: Motor Leaming in Children with CP handwriting

Pat Burtner

Robin Leinwand

Mapping Motor Development of Typically Developing Infants to Neuroimaging
Brain Changes

Pat Burtner

Alex Schema

Effects of Service Dogs/People with Mobility Challenges Partnerships

Terry Crowe

Christina Czemske
Marianna McFadden
Suzanne Perea
Joan Turietta-Alarcon

Sensory Predictors of Psychotic Symptoms Among Youth At High Risk for
Mental Illness

Diane Parham

Alexa Auerbach
Laura Carlisle
Kimberly W am er

Electrodermal and Behavioral Sensory Responses of Under- and Over-Responsive
Children with Autism

Diane Parham

Ronda Barth
Bethany Luke
Erin Schellinger
Angie Shackford

A Qualitative Study of Leisure in Persons with Scleroderma

Janet Poole

Katie Elson-Romero
Susan Wolterstorff
Jessica Searer

Comparison of Hand Function in 4 Chronic Diseases

Janet Poole

Deepa Santhanam
Autumn Latham

The Effects of Gardening on Quality of Life for Adults with Developmental
Disabilities
Impact of Summer Camp on Individuals with Autism, Their Caregivers, and
Family Members

Betsy VanLeit

Heather Park

Betsy VanLeit

Clara Holguin
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Recent Faculty Research Publications
(Bold Faculty, Italics UNM OT Students or alumni)

Provost, E., Crowe, T.K., Osbourn, P., McClain, C. &
Skipper, B. (2010). Mealtime behavior of preschool-age
children: Comparison of Children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder and Children with Typical Development.
Pediatric Occupational and Physical Therapy, 30, 220 233.
McNulty, M.C, Crowe, T.K., Kroening, C., VanLeit, B. &
Good, R. (2009). Time use of women with children living
in an emergency homeless shelter for survivors of domestic
violence. OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health, 29,
183-189.
Miller Kuhaneck, H., Ecker, C., Parham, L.D., Henry,
D.A., Glennon, T.J. (2010). Sensory Processing MeasurePreschool (SPM-P): Manual. Los Angeles, CA: Western
Psychological Services.
Schaaf, R.C., Benevides, T., Blanche, E., Brett-Green, B.,
Burke, J.P., Cohn, E.S., Koomar, J., Lane, SJ., Miller, L.J .,
May-Benson, T.A., Parham, D., Reynolds, S., Schoen,
S.A. (2010, March 29). Parasympathetic functions in
children with sensory processing disorder. Frontiers in
Integrative Neuroscience, 4, 1-11.
doi: 10.3389/fnint.2010.00004

Buck U., Poole, J.L., & Mendelson, C. (2010). Factors
related to self-efficacy in persons with scleroderma.
Muscu!oskeletal Care,8, 197-203 .
Poole, J.L. Schukar, J, Sibbitt, WL., Jr, Skipper, B.
(2010). Quality of life in American Indian women with
rheumatoid atihritis and/or diabetes. American Journal of
Occupational Therapy, 64, 496-505.
Poole, J.L., Nakamoto, T., McNulty, T., Montoya, J,
Weill, D. , Dieruf, K., & Skipper, B. (2010). Dexterity ,
visual perception and activities of daily living in persons
with multiple sclerosis. Occupational Therapy in Health
Care, 24, 159-170.

Poole, J.L., Lucero, SL., & Mynatt, R.T. (2010). Self
reports and performance based tests of hand function in
persons with osteoarthritis. Physical and Occupational
Therapy in Geriatrics, 28, 249-258.
Poole, J.L., Gonzales, I., & Tedesco, T. (2010). Selfreports of hand function in persons with diabetes.
Occupational Therapy in Health Care, 24, 239-248.
Poole, J.L., Sadek, J. & Haaland, K.Y. (2009).
Ipsilateral Deficits in One-handed Shoe Tying after Left
or Right Hemisphere Stroke. Archives of Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation, 90, 1800-1805
Poole, J.L. (2010). Musculoskeletal rehabilitation in
the person with scleroderma. Current Opinion in
Rheumatology, 22, 205-212.
Sanders, H. Wright, V. Maltais, D . & Burtner, P.A. (in
press). Mobility. In A.Majnamer (Ed.), Clinical and
research measures for children with developmental
disability: Framed by the !CF. London: Mac Keith
Press.
Wright, V., Sanders, H., Maltais, D. & Burtner, P.A.
(in press). Neuromusculoskeletal and movement-related
functions. In A.Maj namer (Ed.), Clinical and research
measures for children with developmental disability:
Framed by the !CF. London: Mac Keith Press
Kaufman, A., Powell, W., Alfero, C., Silverblatt, H.,
Anastasoff, J., Ronquillo, F., Lucero, K. Corriveau, E. ,
VanLeit, B., Alverson, D., & Scott, A. (2010). Health
Extension in New Mexico: An Academic Health Center
and the Social Determinants of Disease. Annals of
Family Medicine, 8, 1-9.

Poole, J.L., Conte, C., Brewer, C., Good, C., Perella, D.,
Rossie, K., Steen, V. (2010). Oral hygiene in scleroderma:
The effectiveness of a multi-disciplinary intervention
program. Disability and Rehabilitation, 32, 379-384.
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Sheila Mun Bryce Research Award Established
The Sheila Mun-Bryce Research Award was established in honor of Dr. MunBryce, an occupational therapist and researcher who passed away on Christmas day
after a valiant fight with breast cancer. Sheila practiced as an occupational therapist
in the Albuquerque Public Schools for a number of years before returning to UNM
to complete her doctoral degree with an emphasis in neuroscience. Dr. Mun-Bryce
was awarded NIH funding to continue her basic science research investigating
enzymes related to blood-brain barrier permeability seen in individuals experiencing
strokes and other conditions with intracerebral bleeding. In past years, she taught
the Physiology, Survey of Medical Sciences, and Neurology courses in our
undergraduate and graduate curricula. Dr. Mun-Bryce was a passionate researcher
and strived to instill her love of research in students and therapists. Even after her
family moved to Cincinnati, she returned to Albuquerque to continue her research
here. In Cincinnati, she worked to establish a clinical research program for physical
and occupational therapy within the Cincinnati Children's Hospital System.

This year Ashley Lohr, MOTS and Monica Merhege, MOTS received the Sheila Mun-Bryce Research Award for their research
excellence at the Occupational Therapy Graduate Program Poster Day. These students are indeed worthy of receiving this first
award in honor of Sheila since they also presented their poster nationally at the annual conference of the American Occupational
Therapy Association in Orlando, Florida, under the guidance of Professor Patricia Burtner
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Faculty Awards & Service
Patricia Burtner:
Director, Board of American Academy of Cerebral Palsy and
Developmental Medicine (AACPDM); International Research
Planning Committee, Upper Extremity Spasticity Management for
Children with Cerebral Palsy, Allergan Research and Development;
Coordinator, Specialty Day Program for Therapists, 2010
AACPDM Annual Meeting, Washington DC.; Editorial Board,
Physical and Occupational Therapy in Pediatrics. PI: "The Effect
of Tissue Specific Mobilization on Postural Alignment, Sleep, and
Development in Infants with Congenital Muscular Torticollis: A
Pilot Feasibility Study". Department of Pediatrics, UNM School of
Medicine, $6,029
Terry K. Crowe:
Latin American and Iberian (LAH) Executive Committee; editor of
the Developmental Disabilities Special Interest Section (DDSIS)
Quarterly; DDSIS (AOT A) Steering Committee; UNM Faculty
Senator; Search Committee for the Physical Therapy Graduate
Program Director; Member of the Health Science Center
Governmental Council; OT faculty member and Research
Coordinator for LEND program at UNM CDD; HSC Research
Allocation Committee member; Selection Committee member for
the Fulbright Student awards; UNM International Advisory
Committee Member; Editorial Board for OT International, WFOT
Bulletin, and Physical and Occupational Therapy in Pediatrics
Diane Parham:
AOTA Council on Education, Representative for Occupational
Therapy Professional Program Directors; member, UNM Faculty
Senate Curriculum Committee; selected Fellow of AOTA/AOTF
Leadership Mentoring Program; awarded UNM Passport to
Leadership Certificate; P.1.: "Autonomic and Behavioral Sensory
Responses of Children with Autism." Department of Pediatrics,
UNM School of Medicine, $12,509; plenary speaker for NMOTA
annual conference in September 2010.
Janet Poole:
Chair, 20 l 0 Annual Program Committee for the Association of
Rheumatology Health Professionals; member of2010 Annual
Meeting Planning Committee for the American College of
Rheumatology; member (by invitation) of Consortium for Clinical
Trials of Behavioral, Psychological, and Educational Interventions
in Sclerodenna, an international and multidisciplinary group of
physicians and health professionals; member, UNM Athletic
Council and Human Research Review; member, UNM Pediatrics
Research Committee and Pediatrics Appointment, Promotion, and
Tenure Committee. Editorial Board for Arthritis Care and
Research and for OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health.
Heidi Sanders:
UNM School of Medicine Teaching Award; Education Steering
Committee Member, AOTA Developmental Disabilities Special
Interest Section (DDSIS); Consultant, UNM/MIND Early
Assessment and Resource Linkage for Youth (EARLY) Program;
AOTA DDSIS Quarterly Ad-Hoc Reviewer; Member, AOTA
Evidence Based Practice Clearinghouse Pilot Project;

Medical Advisory Board, Firefly Children's Foundation; invited
speaker, NMOTA 2010 Annual Conference
Gail Stockman:
NBCOT Educators Advisory Team; member, New Mexico Board
of Examiners for Occupational Therapy; Southwest Regional
Workshop Instructor, AOTA Fieldwork Educators Certification
Program; committee member, NMOT A Annual Conference
Betsy VanLeit:
Co-Chair, InterprofessionaJ Task Force ofNetwork Toward Unity
for Health; Director, UNM HSC Interprofessional Education;
Member, UNM RSC Executive Council; Vice Chair, HSC Council
of Faculty Senate; P.I: New Mexico Area Health Education Center
(AHEC); UNM School of Medicine Teaching Award

OTGP Volunteer Faculty
The OTGP faculty nominate community occupational therapists
each year to be appointed as Volunteer Faculty Members in the
UNM School of Medicine. This recognizes individuals who give
to our educational program in multiple ways. This can include
guest lecturing, assisting in research, serving on committees,
providing fieldwork supervision, or assisting with curriculum
development. Our current Volunteer Faculty Members are:
• Elizabeth Dillard, MS, OTR/L
• Mark Donovan, MOT ,OTR/L, Veterans Administration
Healthcare System
• Nancie Furgang, MA, OTR/L, UNM Center for Development
& Disability, and Presbyterian Hospital
• Valerie Girard, OTR/L, UNM Carrie Tingley Hospital
• Robert D. Hobbs, OTR/L, RDH Occupational Therapy
• Eliza Salazar-MacKenzie, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public
Schools
• Erin Moody, OTR/L, Explorabilities
• Mary Schmidt, OTR/L, Brown Mackie College and
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital
• Keri Scott, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public Schools
• Stephanie Singleton, OTD, OTR/L, Presbyterian Home
Healthcare
• Renee Soderland, MA, OTR/L, New Mexico Behavioral
Health Institute, Las Vegas
• Carla Cay Williams, OTR/L, KidPower Therapy Associates
• Melissa Winkle, OTR/L, Dogwood Therapy Inc
• Kathleen (Mo) Taylor, OTR/L, UNM Center for Development
& Disability.

Thank you for all that you do to support our
students and curriculum!

~ lJNM I S c 1-IOOL OF MEDI CINE
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Two MOT Students Awarded
Research Apprenticeships

New Hands-On Learning Experience:
UNM School of Medicine Cadaver Lab
A new learning experience that we hope to continue
annually is a two-week hands-on learning experience in
the new state-of-the-art cadaver lab at the University of
New Mexico School of Medicine. As part of their
Kinesiology of Occupation course, taught by Patricia
Siegel, OTR/L, CHT, all 24 first-year students in the
Class of 2012 were able to directly observe the
superficial anatomy on dissected cadavers, and then
dissect the upper extremity for an in-depth view of
anatomy. This hands-on experience complemented
classroom instruction which focused on the translation of
anatomical structure into functional movement and
occupational engagement.
We are thankful for the people who generously donated
their physical remains so that others can benefit through
education of health professionals.

Special thanks to Dr. Tom Estenson and Amy
Rosenbaum for all of their assistance in making this
happen.

For two consecutive years, students in the UNM OT
Graduate Program have received funding through the
UNM Clinical Translational Research Center for
mentored research apprenticeships. These
apprenticeships, awarded through the Signature
Program in Child Health Research, provide funding
for protected time devoted to research under the
guidance of an established researcher.
Hannah Bloom, MOTS was awarded an
apprenticeship in 2009 to complete her research on
"Educational needs of children with systemic
sclerosis (scleroderma) and their parents." Dr. Janet
Poole in the OT Graduate Program and Dr. Cindy
Mendelson in the School of Nursing served as
mentors. Ms. Bloom presented results in a research
poster at the annual meeting of the New Mexico
Occupational Therapy Association and during the
UNM Department of Pediatrics Research Week. In
addition, she presented her original research orally
during the Signature Program in Child Health
Research seminar held in June ofthis year.
Robin Leinwand, MOTS was awarded an
apprenticeship in 2010 to complete her research,
"Motor learning and skill acquisition in children with
cerebral palsy; Phase II: CHAMPS: Child
Habilitation Acquiring Motor Performance Skills"
with mentorship from Dr. Pat Burtner. Her project is
part of an ongoing project at the Biokinesiology and
Physical Therapy Department, University of Southern
California (USC), in Los Angeles.

Congratulations to Hannah and Robin on these
prestigious awards!

OT Instructor Tricia Siegel (left) meets with Cadaver Lab staff to
plan OT student learning experiences.
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OT Class of 2011
By Autumn Lynn Latham, MOTS and Alex Schema, MOTS
This time last year, it was hard for us to believe we could make it through the program. The amount of information that
we were having to process, the assessments we needed to learn, and the prioritizing we needed to perfect were all small steps to
get us to where we are today. We are now a group of students in a program that are applying what we have gathered from our
outstanding educators to help us become the great occupational therapists of tomorrow.
We started off believing that this is just a health sciences program. Then, as time goes by, we find it is so much more .
You learn about those in the program with you. We are not only graduate students preparing to become occupational therapists,
but we are individuals building relationships and networks with each other through support and love. We all have found that,
without each other, our success would be limited. We bring to the table multiple views and different learning styles that, in the
end, we all learn from .
A year is 52 weeks, 365 days, or 525,600 minutes, depending how you look at it. As graduate students in this program,
we spend the better half of all that time together, and collectively we learn and grow. The class of 2011 has grown into a
wonderful group of professional individuals that will only benefit the occupational therapy profession. As officers of the Student
Occupational Therapy Association, we have personally seen the teamwork and growth in our peers in all of our fundraising and
community activities. We feel confident to say that we would be honored to work with every single one of them.
Now, we don't want to get ahead of ourselves because we still have a semester of course work and six months of
fieldwork to accomplish, but we see our determination and talents promoting our successes. A new class has arrived, the class of
2012. We welcome them with open arms and open minds as we have already seen their potential and been impressed with their
capabilities which only improve the program and the SOTA organization. Onward class of2012, we are here for you. As for our
class of 2011, we wi II continue to stick together and persevere as we have done thus far.

From left to right Back Row: Erin Schellinger, Bethany Luke, Kimberly Warner, Heather Park, Jessica Searer, Raquel Guerrero, Suzy
Perea, Autumn Lynn Latham Middle Row: Edgar Molinar, Joan Turietta-Alarcon, Ronda Barth, Clara Holguin, Marianna McFadden,
Christina Czemske Bottom Row: Robin Leinwand, Katie Elson-Romero, Angie Shackford, Deepa Santhanam, Bernadette Gonzales Not
Pictured: Alex Schema, Alexa Auerbach, Laura Carlisle, Rosemary Reyes, Susan Wolterstorf

~ lJNM I SCH OOL OF MED I CI NE
D

P age 9

OT Class of 2012
By Sena Hare, MOTS
Just a few weeks ago we could only imagine what to expect as entering students of the Occupational Therapy Graduate
Program Class of2012. We were complete strangers brought together from different cities, states and jobs to learn about our new
chosen path. As bright-eyed and eager students ready to learn, we turned to our mentors from the Class of 2011 and our fellow
peers that attend part-time to guide us. We began the journey to gain insight from the wealth of knowledge our professors have
already bestowed upon us in our first semester. Now, we have embraced and synthesized this life-changing experience as our own.
With our first semester almost behind us, we are quickly growing together as a unified class. The willingness to share our
on-going process of acquiring knowledge we are working towards is contagious. We are forming bonds that will not only translate
into our personal lives, but will guide us as professionals in the field of Occupational Therapy. We are revealing our personal life
perspective and making a conscious group effort to create a strong bond among us all that allows for sharing of knowledge,
perspective and intellect in order to grow personally, emotionally, intellectually and professionally.
One definite agreement among us is that we are even more eager to take the knowledge and insight we have gained thus
far and apply it to the next step in our direction as students and to the future as practicing occupational therapists. We have been
afforded the opportunity to learn from outstanding faculty and staff and have only been encouraged to succeed with every goal we
set for ourselves. We are grateful and even more so, thrilled to embark on this new journey.

Back Row (left to right): Paul Higdon, Chris Kessler, Kristy Anderson, Keenan Jackson. Second Row: Becca Turiciano, Sabina
Baxter, Livinia Silva, Melonie Stephenson, Sabrina Montez-Turner, Tatsuki Hewson. Third Row: Ana Amon, Bryanna King,
Charlene St. Germain, Teresa Ziomek, Jessie Brown, Cynthi a Medina, AnnaRose Garcia, Jennie O'Hearn-Pimentel, Eva Dillard
Sitting: Sena Hare, Rachel Milanez, Annette Schaefer, Annandhi Chandrasekaran ,Edgar Molinar. First Row (Sitting): Bill Hart,
Krystal Hildebrand, Prisca Gruner. Not Pictured: Dacia Davison, Doris Haller
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What's Happening in Fieldwork!

AOTA Fieldwork Educator Certificate
Program

By Gail Stockman, MS, OTR/L
Twenty occupational therapy graduate students successfully
completed Level II fieldwork experiences in the past year.
Congratulations to the students from the Class of 2009. These
students have passed the NBCOT exam and are currently
working in the community. We want to thank all the fieldwork
sites and educators for providing rich experiences for these
students. Fieldwork sites utilized for Level II students have
included Healthsouth Rehabilitation Hospital, Advantage
Home Health Care, Inc., Presbyterian Hospital, Raymond
Murphy VA Medical Center, CHRISTUS St. Vincent
Regional Medical Center, RehabCare, Lovelace Rehabilitation
Hospital, Alliance Home Health Care, & Me Therapy,
DeCanditis, Lanphere, & Associates, University of New
Mexico Hospital, Albuquerque, Bernalillo, Los Lunas &
Belen Public Schools, KidPower Therapy Associates, Carrie
Tingley Hospital , ExplorAbilities, Inc., (EARLY) Early
Assessment
&
Resource
Linkage
for
Youth,
InterdepenDANCE, and La Vida Felicidad. Out of state
placements were at TIRR Memorial Herman, University of
Iowa Hospital & Clinics, CONSONUS Therapy Services,
Legacy Emanuel Children's Hospital, Oregon Health Sciences
University Hospital, Grant Wood Area Education Agency, and
Woburn Public Schools. Two students participated in a 6week placement with the NAP N OT Field School in
Guatemala. Students in the class of 2010 began their Level II
Fieldwork in June and the majority of the students will
complete their placements and graduate in December 2010.
Are you interested in becoming a fieldwork educator? Do you
enjoy providing occupational therapy graduate students with
clinical experiences? Are you aware of the benefits of being a
fieldwork educator? Contact Gail Stockman, MS, OTRIL,
Academic Fieldwork Coordinator, for further information at
505-272-3455 or gstockman@salud.unm .edu.
Missy Garoza, M A, began work with the program in August
2009 as the Academic Advisement Coordinator. Her job
duties include working with students during the admission
process all the way through their Level II fieldwork
experiences. Her job also includes other programmatic tasks.
Gail Stockman, MS, OTR/L has worked as the Academic
Fieldwork Coordinator for the program since July of 2005 .
Gail has clinical experience working with adults in the
rehabilitation setting, students in the Albuquerque Public
Schools, and providing services to clients on the DD Waiver
program and has been a fieldwork educator for OT and OTA
students throughout her career. She recently became a member
of a training team for the AOTA Fieldwork Educator
Certificate Program.
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Students depend on voluntary fieldwork educators to help
them succeed in a variety of practice settings through their
knowledge, supervision, and direction. This 2-day training
workshop is specifically designed for fieldwork educators
and incorporates information from former and current
fieldwork educators, Academic Fieldwork Coordinators,
occupational therapists, occupational therapy assistants,
and academic faculty. The content for the Fieldwork
Educator Certificate Program was developed by a steering
committed led by Caryn Johnson, MS, OTR/L, FAOTA
and Patty Stutz-Tanenbaurm, MS, OTR with multiple
authors of the 5 modules. The participants will use the
AOT A
Self-Assessment
of Fieldwork
Educator
Competency document to identify skills and knowledge in
the five areas identified in the modules. The modules are
Professional
Practice,
Educations,
Supervision,
Evaluation, and Administration. Please look for further
information for the regional workshop by Renee
Soderlund, MA, OTRIL and Gail Stockman, MS, OTR/L.

Many thanks to all of you who have assisted
the occupational therapy educational
programs in New Mexico with the clinical
education of our students!

Heads Up
Opportunities for the Community
The popular interdisciplinary graduate course with Dr.
Terry Crowe, Introduction to Mexican Traditional
Medicine, will be held in Oaxaca, Mexico in 2011 (May
30-June 8). For more information contact Dr. Crowe at
tcrowe@salud.unm.edu
The American Occupational Therapy Association
Conference will be in Philadelphia, PA from April 14 April 17, 2011.

Program Announcements
The class of 2011 will be graduating on May 20, 2011 at
Popejoy Hall.
The class of 2011 will present their work in our annual
Research Poster Day on April 6, 2011 from 8:00am to
12:00. The graduate students will be sharing their
scholarship and research accomplishments with the Health
Science Center faculty, staff, and students.
The
community is invited to participate!
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UNM STUDENT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE WITH AOTA
by Jennifer Cruz, MAT, MOTS/Class of 2010
In the fall of2008, two months fresh into my first semester of the UNM Occupational Therapy program, I ran for national office
and was elected to serve as the student liaison to the AOTA's Commission on Practice (COP). This also placed me on the AOTA's
Assembly of Student Delegates Steering Committee (ASD-SC). I had no idea what I was doing, but I did know I wanted to
represent our program at UNM and be more closely involved with our national organization. As my two-year term comes to an
end in April 2011, I would like to share some of my experiences with AOTA governance.
Truthfully, I was not 100% sure of the COP's functions when I first began my term. Now I understand the COP to be an integral
part of the inner workings of our profession, the nuts and bolts if you will. The elected volunteer committee meets monthly via
conference calls to identify current practice concerns, and responds by creating and revising AOTA's official documents to reflect
current best practices for meeting the ever-changing needs of our clients. For those of you currently in class, these documents are
great resources for writing papers and discovering more closely who we are as occupational therapists. For practitioners, the
official documents can be used to advocate for our services at the local, state, and national level to maintain and/or expand our
legal scope of practice. These lovely gems of information can be found under the practitioner's tab on the AOTA website,
covering emerging topics such as Disaster Preparedness, Autism, Complementary and Alternative Medicine, and myriad others.
Each of these publications supports our national and local lobbyists as they work to ensure the future of our job safety. If you are
attending the 2011 AOTA conference in Philadelphia, I encourage you to attend the COP's sho1i course on using the official
documents to advocate for occupation-centered interventions in the workplace . It will be a fantastic session!
In my role on the ASD Steering Committee, I work with a small group of dedicated students to plan and facilitate the annual
SOTA Delegates' meetings, as well as the AOTAINBCOT Student Conclave. We have been actively involved with the AOTA
governance restructuring efforts, and continue to represent student interests in all ad-hoc committees on which the ASD-SC
collectively serves. Currently we are developing the SPOTS program, Scholarship Program by Occupational Therapy Students.
This program highlights student research at national conference and provides scholarship awards to the most outstanding student
posters. Please contact me for more information if you are interested in participating in SPOTS.
I have also had the opportunity to hear firsthand accounts from students in OT and OTA programs across the country. I am happy
to report that UNM truly is a fantastic program. Our use of Problem Based Learning, access to unique cultural groups, state
advocacy opportunities, interdisciplinary learning experiences, and availability of faculty and staff are unique and quite
remarkable in comparison to many other programs. It continues to be an honor to represent the UNM Occupational Therapy
Program on the national stage. We are gaining well-deserved recognition for the quality of our curriculum and our students.
The most striking impression I will take away from working with the COP and ASD-SC is the importance and value of AOTA
membership. With so many options for job placement, it is easy to take our career opportunities for granted. In reality there are
countless members working diligently to fight for the inclusion of occupational therapy in healthcare legislation, which directly
impacts job availability. After working closely with AOTA administration, lobbyists and leaders, I now understand that our
profession continues to exist and flourish because of those of you who make AOTA membership a priority. I challenge you to
become involved with our state and national organizations in any way you can.

Jennifer Cruz, second from right

J ennifer on far right
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Katie Elson-Romero, Tatsuki Hewson, Robin Leinwand,
Bethany Luke, Marianna McFadden, Rosemary Reyes,
Erin Schellinger, Alex Schema, Angela Shackford, Joan
Turietta-Alarcon, and Kimberly Warner. The
professional staff and co-volunteers all contribute their
individual experiences to create a multifaceted team of
support. The campers I have worked with have been an
inspiration to me. If anyone wants an experience that wi ll
enrich your life and at the same time be giving of yourself
to others, I would highly endorse participating in a Camp
Rising Sun adventure.

"We Are the Kids of Rising Sun"
by Paul Higdon III, MOTS
" ... we know how to have lots of fun ... " This is the catchy
tune heard daily at "Camp Rising Sun," a five day inclusive
summer camp for children and adolescents, ages 8 to 17, with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The camp is part of the
Autism Programs at the UNM Center for Development and
Disability. Summer of 2010 was the camp's fifth year, and for
the first time there was a separate camp for adolescents.
" ... trying all sorts of new things ... " The paradigm shift for
the adolescent camp enabled campers to choose activities they
wanted to participate in, which gave them some independence.
Activities were tailored to the more mature interests of the
adolescents and included kayaking, martial arts, pantomime
clowning, catapult construction, ropes courses, and wilderness
camping. In addition, there were a variety of other events
including reflection time, nightly campfires, and a luau at the
pool one evening where everyone dressed in their favorite
Hawaiian attire. The luau was a supervised but unstructured
event providing an opportunity for participants to further
develop their social skills, an area that is often challenging for
individuals with ASD.
" ... and making new friends ... " The challenges faced by the
campers are met with the support and care of volunteer staff,
whether they are therapists, students, or interested community
members. The camp integrates same age typically-developing
peers into camp who also provide support as well as role
modeling for the campers. Camp Rising Sun offers rewarding
growth experiences for everyone involved, be it recreational,
educational, or spiritual. Another important benefit is the respite
afforded to the parents and caregivers of children with ASD.

The EARLY Program:
Occupational Therapy in the
Prevention of Mental Illness
The EARLY Program (Early Assessment and Resource
Linkage for Youth) provides services to adolescents and
young adults at risk for psychosis as part of a clinical trial
that began in 2009 and will conclude in May 2011. Last
year, EARLY had two OT Level II fieldwork students who
along with Heidi Sanders, Diane Parham, and members of
the EARLY clinical team, presented a half-day workshop to
45 Albuquerque Public School occupational and speech
therapists as part of an outreach effort to educate
professionals on appropriate referrals to the program. It
was wonderful to see so many of the APS therapists
interested in behavioral health practice. In 2010, the UNM
Psychiatry Department funded a one-year position to ensure
that OT services would continue to help EARLY
participants to stay or return to school, or in some cases,
earn their GED in order to pursue higher education. The
OT, Devon Edwards, also works with clients on sensory
issues, living skills, and support for employment.

I have participated in three sessions of Camp Rising Sun and my
response has always been the same: "exhilarating and
exhausting." I have been a counselor twice and a team leader.
Each experience was uniquely challenging, rewarding, and
educational. This year I attended as an OT graduate student
along with fellow students Ronda Barth Christina Czemske
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Devon Edwards, MOT, OTR/L, Class of2009 (pictured
above) joined our team this year as a part-time facu lty providing
services to EARLY participants.
To inquire or make a referral to Project EARLY call 1-888NM-EARLY or email early@mrn.org
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Postcards
from Guatemala
A Unique Fieldwork Experience

I had the great opportunity of spending my
summer in Antigua.* The entire city of Antigua is
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Buildings that
are occupied are kept in the same condition as
they were built, and there are ruins all over the
city. I worked at Casa Maria, a residential facility
for aging Guatemalans. Many of the people do
not have family, and this residential facility is
unique in Guatemala. Our focus is to discover
what the residents' physical and cognitive
capabilities and leisure interests are so that we can
create, adapt, modify, and establish opportunities
for meaningful occupation. The Occupational
Therapy Program here focused on continuing to
provide activities at the just-right challenge and
working to build in sustainability to our efforts creating systems so that when we go, the
occupations stay. I am grateful to Casa Maria for
providing a place for my clinical fieldwork and for
the residents for working with us students with
patience and good humor. It was an unforgettable
experience!
-- Mary Hill (Maria La Tierra-Loma), MOTS
Class of 2010
*Mary worked in Antigua as part of her Level II
Fieldwork through the NAP A-OT Guatemala Field
School. To learn more or to apply, go to
www.napaotguatemala.org.
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Service Learning in Mexico City
Since 1993 , the Occupational Therapy Graduate Program has collaborated with the Speech and Hearing Sciences Department
from UNM to provide service to Comunidad Crecer, a school serving 33 children and adults with developmental disabilities in
Mexico City, Mexico. This year, five occupational therapy graduate students from the Class of2010 (Linda Amaro, Sahar
Anwar, Hannah Bloom, Stephanie Haynes, and Sarah Scott) were paired with five graduate level speech language
pathology students (Kelly Rowe, Donna Rivera, Xavier Ortiz, Melissa McClung and Rachael Daito). Supervision was
provided by faculty and community practitioners, Kathleen "Mo" Taylor, OTR/L, Heidi M. Sanders, MA, OTR/L, Rosario
Roman, MS , CCC-SLP, Sandra Nettleton, Ph.D., CCC- SLP, and Ruben Castillo, Adaptive Equipment Specialist.
This service learning experience serves as Level I Fieldwork in conjunction with the Applied Occupations IV course in
pediatric OT. Occupational therapy and speech-language pathology students were divided into five teams and, with faculty
supervision, completed functional assessments of over 35 students, collaborated with school staff to create individualized
intervention strategies, led family education meetings, and developed in-service education programs for all staff and caregivers.
In addition to many hours of hard work, students and faculty were hosted to sight-seeing pleasures such as the Ballet Folklorico
at the Museum of Anthropology, and local food and drink while cruising along the Xochimilco Floating Gardens. Families of
students at Comunidad Crecer provided homemade regional specialties for breakfast and lunch daily, as well as transportation
for daily events. OT students had the following comments regarding their experience:

"Mexico City was an amazing, rewarding, and intense experience and I know I'll be thinking about it for a Jong time to come.
Spending time with my classmates, with OT faculty and the SLP department, and especially with the wonderful staff and
families from Comunidad Crecer, has given me a lot of knowledge to draw upon during my fieldwork experience."
-- Sahar Anwar, MOTS
"A unique and eye opening cultural experience that I will never forget ... " -- Stephanie Haynes, MOTS

Hannah Bloom, Sarah Scott, Stephanie Haynes, Sahar Anwar, Linda Amaro
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Collaborative Project with the International School at Mesa del Sol
The UNM Occupational Therapy Graduate Program launched a collaborative project with the International School at
Mesa Del Sol, a state charter school. In conjunction with the Applied Occupations III (Psychosocial course for
second year graduate students, this experience served as a Fieldwork I opportunity. Six Occupational Therapy
graduate students, Bethany Luke, Jessica Searer, Joan Turietta-Alarcon, Marianna McFadden, Robin Leinwand, and
Alex Schema, ran weekly groups based on the Alert Program®. Students were supervised by OTGP faculty member,
Heidi M. Sanders, MA, OTR/L .
The Alert Program®, developed by Sherry Shellenberger, OTR/L and Mary Sue Williams, OTR/L, was designed to
help students learn self regulation and strategies to promote attention and learning in the classroom and at home. This
unique opportunity at the International School allowed for every child and teacher at the school to be introduced to the
program and to try out the strategies in the classroom. In addition, weekly tip sheets were sent home to let families
know the focus of each session and opportunities to use the strategies at home.
The International School at Mesa del Sol is a state K - 5 charter school based on the International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Program. The Five Core Values of the International School include: Global Vision, Knowledge,
Stewardship, Diversity and Citizenship. The Head of School, Sean Joyce, Ph.D., was instrumental in creating a
partnership with the Occupational Therapy Graduate Program in order to support the social-emotional development of
all children at the school. In addition, the Occupational Therapy Graduate Program was provided with a catalyst to
develop programs based on the Response to Intervention Model (RTI). The collaboration will continue in Spring 2010
with the development of a social skills curriculum.
Sean Joyce, Ph.D, Head of School at the International School, shared his thoughts regarding the collaboration. "The
collaborative project conducted between the UNM Occupational Therapy Graduate Program students and the
International School at Mesa del Sol is a wonderful example of partnership. The melding of theory and practicum in
the actual classrooms here at the International School at Mesa de! Sol is a marvelous opportunity for our instructional
staff to work side-by-side with specially trained educators in the field of occupational therapy for the benefit of our
students. Not only are the students in all of our classrooms beneficiaries of the Alert Programs, so too is our
instructional staff, the instructional staff at the University of New Mexico, and the graduate students in the
occupational therapy program who are honing their knowledge and skills."

OT students Marianna McFadden and Robin Leinwand at Mesa del Sol
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Students, Faculty, and Community Members Recognized at Graduation Ceremony
The Occupational Therapy Graduate Class of2010 participated in two ceremonies held May 14, 2010. The first was
the Diagnostic and Therapeutic Sciences Commencement ceremonies held in Popejoy Hall on the UNM campus with
the honorable Alfredo Vigil, MD, the New Mexico Secretary of Health, presenting the Convocational Address.
Immediately following these ceremonies, the 25 graduates and their faculty, family, and friends celebrated at the
UNM Science and Technology Building for additional presentations of awards and merriment. Our keynote speaker
was anthropologist and long-time OT collaborator Dr. Gelya Frank, and the Friend of OT Award was presented to
Kathleen "Mo" Taylor, OTR/L, who was recognized for her vast contributions to occupational therapy education
and practice for persons with autism. The following graduates received scholarship awards:

•

Department of Pediatrics Award - Hannah Bloom
Sheila Mun-Bryce Research A ward - Ashley Lohr and Monica Merhege
Carolyn Thurman Rustovold Community Spirit Award - Linda Amaro
HealthSouth Leadership Scholarship Award - Jennifer Cruz
HealthSouth Research Scholarship Award - Stephanie Haynes

Front Row: Heather Park, Jennifer Cruz, Rachel Brutz, Aubrie Stavig, Teresa Esguerra, Nicole Nighbert, Deepa Santhanam, Janet
DeWeese, Kara Tainter, Schar Anwar Middle Row: Jennifer Innis, Nicole Harmon, Monica Perez, Stephanie Haynes, Ashley Lohr.
Back Row: Ryan Gloetzner, Monica Merhege, Mary Thelander-Hill, Joy LaSalle, Anne Woods, Sarah Scott, Hannah Bloom
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